
4 10 Read and listen to the texts. Match 
sentence halves 1–5 with a–e.
1 Amsterdam is

2 Dutch people love

3 Thomas’s parents 
are from

4 Most Dutch teens

5 Life at home and at 
school

a is good in the 
Netherlands.

b are happy.

c cycling.

d the capital of the 
Netherlands.

e different countries.

5 Are the sentences true or false? Correct the 
false sentences.
1 Thomas is 12 years old.

2 A typical Dutch person cycles 1,000 km a year.

3 Most Dutch teenagers are happy at school.

4 Thomas is from Zwolle.

5 Dutch food is bad for you.

6 75% of the Netherlands isn’t under sea level.

7 It’s difficult for teenagers to talk to their parents 
and teachers.

6 Word work  Match the definitions to the 
words in bold in the text.
1 very good

2 everything connected with school and learning

3 the food people eat

4 an informal word for ‘bicycle’

5 the things you study in school, e.g. English, maths

6 the money people use in a country, e.g. dollars

7  Work in pairs. Ask and answer the 
questions about you and your country.
1 What’s the currency?

2 Name three things that are part of a good diet.

3 What’s your favourite school subject?

4 Are bikes popular?

5 How old are children when they start education?

6 What’s a great place to go with friends in your city?

1  Remember  Look at the texts.  
Find one thing which is similar to life in your 
country and one thing which is different.

2  Evaluate  To be happy, what things do you 
think are important? Order the words:

education  family  free time  food  
health  money  people  the weather

CRITICAL THINKING

Informational texts
1 Match words 1–5 with photos A–E.

1 money 

2 city transport 

3 food 

4 a popular sport 

5 school

B C

D E

A

Subskill: Identifying different types 
of text
Before you read, look at the texts to help you 
understand what type of information they give you. 
Do you see: titles? pictures? complete sentences or 
words and numbers?

2 Look at the four texts, but don’t read them. 
Which text tells you …
a general information about the Netherlands?

b unusual information about the Netherlands?

c about one Dutch teenager’s life?

d about teenage life in general?

3 Read the texts quickly. Which information in 
exercise 1 is not in the texts?
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Reading and critical thinking1
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A phone conversation

Subskill: Using visual clues
Titles, photos and maps all give information  
about a listening. Look at these before you listen.

4 Look at the photos. What do they tell  
you about New Zealand?

Adjectives to describe places
1 Look at the tourist information. Is New 

Zealand a good place to visit? Why?

2 Match the words in yellow in exercise 1 with 
their opposites in the box.

cold  dangerous  dirty  empty  
interesting  noisy  old  ugly

beautiful – ugly

Adjectives
Adjectives come before a noun or after the verb be. 
They are never plural.
Auckland is a modern city ✓ a city modern ✗
The beaches aren’t crowded ✓ crowdeds ✗

3  Work in pairs. Complete the sentences 
about your town/city.
1 My town/city is (…) and (…) .

2 It’s a/an (…) place to visit.

3 The centre is (…) and (…) .

4 In summer it’s (…) and in winter it’s (…) .

5 My favourite place in the town/city is (…) because 
it’s (…) and (…) .

Auckland is a modern city. 
It’s clean and it’s safe 
for tourists.

The beaches aren’t 
crowded, even in hot 
weather!

It’s quiet, but with lots 
of things to do. It’s never 
boring!

Places to go   Things to do   Plan your trip   

New Zealand: 
a beautiful country!
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Vocabulary and Listening 1

5 12 Listen to a conversation and choose the 
correct option.
1 New Zealand is/isn’t a small country.

2 Auckland is/isn’t the capital city.

3 Maori is/isn’t the only language.

6 Listen again. Are the sentences true or false?
1 New Zealand and the UK are about the same size.

2 Most people live on the South Island.

3 Wellington is a big city.

4 New Zild is English with Maori words.

5 For Chloe, New Zealand is a boring place.

6 Sports are popular in New Zealand.

7 Complete the notes.

Population 1 (…) million

Capital city 2 (…)

Weather 3 (…) in summer
4 (…) in winter on the 

South Island

Official languages 5 (…) and Maori

National sport 6 (…)

8  Work in pairs. Is New Zealand similar to 
or different from your country? Why?

It’s different because it’s a small country, 
and we live in a big country.

A person from New Zealand is a 
‘Kiwi.’ A kiwi is a type of bird from the 
country (not the fruit!).

funfun
factsfacts
fun
facts
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A keypal message
1 Read the two keypal messages. Choose the 

message you prefer. Why?

2 Read the messages again. Copy and complete 
the profiles.

Ken_TYO
Hi there!

My name’s Kenji. I’m Japanese. I’m from 
Tokyo, the capital city of Japan. It’s a big, 
BIG city on the island of Honshu. 

I’m 11 years old. My hobbies are sports 
and manga. My favourite sports are 
judo and baseball. I speak Japanese 
and English. 

I want to make friends in other countries.  
Write to me!

Posted: Friday

Addie7878
Hi! 

My name’s Adriana. I’m 12 years old. I’m from  
Veracruz, in Mexico. It’s beautiful here and it’s hot all year. 

I speak Spanish and a little English. My hobbies are music 
(my favourite singer is Rosalia) and dancing. 

I want to meet people from other countries and practise 
my English. Where are you from? Send me a message! 

Posted: Monday

Subskill: Capital letters
In English, some words have a capital letter. These 
include the first letter of a sentence, the pronoun I, 
countries and nationalities, and days of the week.

3 Find two examples for each rule in the 
messages. We use capital letters for …
1 the pronoun I

2 countries and nationalities

3 cities

4 languages

5 days of the week

6 the first word in a sentence or question

7 names

Name:

Age:

Country:

Nationality:

City:

Languages:

Hobbies:

A

Profile application

Name:

Age:

Country:

Nationality:

City:

Languages:

Hobbies:

B
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